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State Water Project Allocation Increased 

 
 

Reservoir Levels 
 
 
SACRAMENTO -- The Department of Water Resources today increased its 
projected deliveries of State Water Project water in 2011 to 50 percent of 
contractors’ requests. 
 
“This is very good news after the 2007-2009 drought from which we’re still 
recovering,” said DWR Director Mark Cowin.  “We don’t want to be overly optimistic 
with most of the winter ahead of us, but recent storms have given us the best early 
season water supply outlook in five years.” 
 
The initial 2011 allocation, or delivery estimate, on November 22 was 1,043,034 
acre-feet, or 25 percent of the SWP contractors’ requested amount of 4,172,126 
acre-feet.  The 50 percent allocation announced today equals 2,086,065 acre-feet. 
 
This year’s (2010) final allocation was 50 percent of requests, up from the 5 percent 
initially projected after three dry years.  The 5 percent initial allocation was the 
lowest since the SWP began delivering water in 1967. 
 
DWR is conservative in estimating water deliveries since farmers and others can 
suffer if expected amounts cannot be delivered.  It is likely that the 50 percent 
allocation will be increased as rain and snowfall totals continue to increase.  A major 
storm system is sweeping into the state today. 
 
Electronic readings indicate that water content in the statewide mountain snowpack 
is 122 percent of normal for the date, and as of yesterday, the northern Sierra 
region had received 42 percent of normal precipitation for the entire water year 
(October 1 – September 30). 
 
Releases have been increased from several reservoirs, including the federal Central 
Valley Project’s Lake Shasta north of Redding and Folsom Lake near Sacramento, 
to make room for runoff from storms sweeping in from the Gulf of Alaska over the 
next several days.  

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/resapp/getResGraphsMain.action


 
Lake Oroville in Butte County, the State Water Project’s principal reservoir, is at 81 
percent of normal storage for the date (50 percent of capacity), still with plenty of 
room to handle incoming storms.  Shasta is at 73 percent capacity (118 percent of 
normal), and Folsom at 48 percent of capacity (100 percent of normal for the date). 
 
DWR supplies water to 29 public agencies with long-term contracts to purchase 
State Water Project water.  Collectively, the contractors serve more than 25 million 
Californians and close to a million acres of irrigated farmland. 
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides dam safety and flood 
control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water management and water conservation planning, 
and plans for future statewide water needs. 

 
Contact the DWR Public Affairs Office for more information about DWR's water activities.  

 

http://www.water.ca.gov/about/contacts.cfm#owe

